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L E8e vomchend 1o oy bt povate
schoo] for thelr children. In thelr
u=ual amire of tea party T-shirts,
“Don't Tread on Me®™ pins, and
American-flag scarves and hats,
the activists promised Armey
that they would back the bill

Six months after helping tea- |
party-backed candidates sweep
to power in the House on & | |
single-minded platform of cat-
ting government spending |
FreedomWorks has shifted fts =
forus to the states, where the
group iz uzing ik considerahle
clomt to push a fresh crop of
Republican lawmalkers to back a
number of longtiome conservative
aiges. The group’s goal isn't just
1o push those causes but also to
keep activists engaged enough to
enter 2013 with a grass-roots

L e - it

one that played such a dramatic
role last year,

In addition to the school-
choice  bEl in

colective-bargaining rights in a
namber of states, including Chio
and Wisconsin,

A Washingon-based free-mar-
kot advoeacy group that bas been
around for more than a quarter-
coptury, FreadomWorks was one
of the ficst national organiza- |
tions to recognize the potential i
power of the tea party. o early | |
2009, Today, a small crop of
freshmen in Congress owe mach
af their political success 1o
FreedomWorks, and so do o vast
army of activists _um-la;. "
whom the crganizxtion o 4 A
trained and supplied with cam- | | fﬂ“ t..'!‘-’*"' Eﬂfl'!e.f-c"'f‘ Eﬂ‘fﬁ-ghﬂ? !
paign materials  throughout
2010, Keeping both groups intact
i3 the priowity mow.

"If we don't win in the next
two years, i we don't win in the
states, we will grievously under-
mine our ability 1o win at the
pational bevel” Armey told the
crowd of activists in Pittsborgh.

The day after his speech there,
Armey drove 0 Harmisburg,
where be breezed through the
balls of Pennsylvania’ Capltol,
eowboy hat in hand, visiting with
senir  Republican mrmﬂ:m

and even not-So-senior ones

ket them know whrthanhnﬂ-
chaoles bl s important 1o him
and thousands of Pennsylvania
volers,

Armey buttonhobed Rep. Brian
Ellix, from a suburban district in
Butler County, a= he strode up
the steps of the state Capiiol.
Armey had met dozens of Elllss
constituents ai the conference
the day before, he eaid — and
they wantad Ellis to vote for
schoal chodee.

Ellkz lstened nervously os
Armey spoke, all too aware of the
power of thie tea party movement
= and FreedomWorks — to tar-
gt lawmakera who vote the
wrong wiy. Ellis would “nbso- |
futely® take a closer book at the |
bill, he promised Armey as the
two shook hands, |

It wasn't long ago that the iden
of pushing a school-choice bill |
through the begislature in Penn- |
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